





























NUMBER XVII 
By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 








To be continued every THURSDAY. 





THuurspvay, 4pril the 26th, 1753. 





e Ty witcer in every year are folemni- 
zed thofe grand diverfions, with 
3° which our nobility, gentry and o- 
thers, entertain themfelves at New 


market; and as this is the ver- 





tumnal feafon for the celebration 
of thofe curious fports and feftivals, and as they are, 
at this time, likely tobe held with the utmoft {plendor, 
and magnificence, I think it may not be improper to 
amufe my town readers, with one fingle paper upon 
the fubject. 

In this I will endeavour to fet forth the ufefulnefs 
of thefe anniverfary meetings, defcribing the manner 
and method of exhibiting fuch games; and then fhew 
what berefit may arife to the kingdom, by horfe-racing 
in general, on the one hand; and what detriment may 
happen from them to the public, on the other, by their 
{preading too widely over the whole kingdom. 

I READ in one of the news-papers of laft week, 
the following article, ‘ "Tis faid that garrets at New- 
“‘ market are let at four guineas each, for the time 
‘* of the meeting.” What! faid Ito myfelf, are our 


oe ada 
principal 
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principal nobility content to lie in garrets, at fuch an ex- 
orbitant price, for the fake of thefe amufements? Or 
are our jockey-gentry, and tradefmen, extravagant 
enough to throw away their loofe corn (as I may pro- 
perly call it on this occafion), fo idly and ridiculoufly? 
'To be fure there is not a more noble diverfion than this. 
In its original, it was of royal inftitution, and carried on 
in the beginning with much honour and integrity ; but 
as the beft conftitution will always degenerate, I am 
fearful this may be grown too much into a {cience, 
wherein the adepts may have carried matters to a nicety, 
not altogether reconcilable to the ftri€teft notions of in- 
tegrity, and which may by degrees, by their affecting to 
become notable in the profeflion, corrupt the morals, of 
our young nobility. The language of the place is gene- 
rally to be underftood by the rule of contraries. If any 
one fays his horfe is a pretty good one, but as flow as a 
town-top (for fimilies are much in ufe), you may conclude 
him to be an exceeding {peedy one, but not fo good at 
bottom. If he mentions his defign of throwing a parti- 
cular horfe foon out of training, you may be affured he 
has a mind to match that horfe as foon as he can; and 
fo it is in every thing elfe they throw out. F oreigners 
who come here for curiofity, cannot be fhewn a finer fight 
than thefe races, which are almoft peculiar to this coun- 
try: but I muft confefs that I have been fometimes put 
a little to the blufh at incidents that are pretty pregnant 
in the place. Every body is drefled fo perfectly alike, 
that it is extreamly difficult te diftinguith between his 
GRACE and his Groom; I have hearda ftranger afk a man 
of quality how often he dreffed, and watered his horfes ? 
how much corn, and bread, and hay, he gave them? how 
many miles he thought they could run in fuch a number 
of minutes?and how long he had lived with his mastrr? 
Thofe who have been at the place will not be furprized 


at thefe miftakes; for a pair of boots, and buckfkin 


breeches, 
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breeches, a fuftian frock, with a leathern belt about it, 
and a black velvet cap, is the common covering of the 
whole town : fo that if the infide do not differ, the out- 
fide of my lord and his rider are exaétly the fame. 
There is another moft remarkable affetation, which is 
this. Thofe who are known to have the moft, and 
perhaps beft horfes of the place, always appear them- 
felves on the very worft, and go to the turf on fome 
ordinary fcrub tit, fcarce worth five pounds. From per- 
fons thus mounted and accoutred, what a furprife muft 
it be to hear a bett offered of an hundred pounds to fifty, 
or fometimes three hundred to two, when you would 
imagine the rider to be fcarce worth a groat? In that 
circular convention before the race begins, at the Devil’s 
Ditch, all are hail fellows well met, and every one is 
at liberty, taylor, diftiller, or otherwife, to offer and 
take fuch betts, as he thinks proper ; and many thoufand 
pounds are ufually laid on a fide. When the horfes 
are in fight, and come near Choak-Jade, immediately 
the company all difperfe, as if the devil rofe out of his 
ditch and drove them, to get to the turning of the 
lands, the red poft, or fome other ftation, they chufe, 
for feeing the pufh made. Now the contention be- 
comes animating. "Tis delightful to fee two or fome- 
times more, of the moft beautiful animals of the creation, 
ftruggling for fuperiority, ftretching every mufcle and 
finew to obtain the prize, and reach the goal! To ob- 
ferve the fkill and addrefs of the riders, who are all di- 
ftinguifhed by different colours, of white, blue, green, 
red, and yellow, fometimes fpurring or whipping, 
fometimes checking or pulling, to give frefh breath 
and courage! and it is often obferved that the race is 
won, as much by the dexterity of the rider, as by the 

vigour or fleetnefs of the animal. 
Wuewn the fport is over the company faun- 
ter away towards the Warren-Hill, before the other 
horfes, 
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horfes, left at the feveral ftables in the town, are rode 
eut to take their evening exercife, and their water. 
On this delightful fpot you may fee, at once, 
above an hundred of the moft beautiful horfes in the 
univerfe, all led out in ftrings, with the grooms and 
boys upon them, in their feveral liveries, diftinguifhing 
each perfon of rank, they belong to. ‘This is indeed a 
noble fight ; it is a piece of grandeur, and an expenfive 
one too, which no nation can boaft of, but our own. 
To this the crown contributes not only, by a very hand- 
fome allowance for keeping horfes, but alfo by giving 
plates to be run for by horfes and mares at different 
ages, in order to encourage the breed, by keeping up 
the price of them, and to make the breeders extreamly 
careful of their race and genealogy. 

Tue pedigree of thefe horfes is more ftriftly regarded 
and carefully looked into, than that of a knight of 
Malta. . They muft have ne blemifhed quarter in the fa- 
mily on either fide for many generations ; their blood 
muft have run pure and untainted, from the great, great, 
five times great grandfather and grandam, to be attefted 
in the moft authentic manner by the hand of the breeder, 
It is this care of the breed, and particularly with an eye 
to their ftrength, that makes all the world fo fond of 
our horfes. Many thoufands are carried out of England 
every year, fo that it is become a trade of great confe- 
quence, and brings a vaft ballance of money to this 
country annually. The French monarch rides no other 
horfes but ours, in his favourite diverfion of hunting. 
You may at any time fee two or three hundred beau- 
tiful Englifh geldings, in thofe great and noble ftables 
at Chantilli. Moft of the German princes, and many 
of their nobility are defirous of having Englifh horfes ; 
and, I dare fay, his prefent M———-y of P————a 
however military his genivs may be, had rather meunt 
an Englifh horfe, at a review of his troops, than a 


breach at any fiege in Europe. 
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THE country races over the whole kingdom, are what 
I confefs give me fome little difrelifh to the fport. E- 
very county, and almoft the whole of it, is mad during 
the time of the races. Many fubftantial farmers go to 
them with thirty, or forty pounds in their pockets, and 
return without one fingle farthing; here they drink, 
learn to be vicious, and the whole time is {pent in riot 
and diforder. An honeft butcher that is taken in, at a 
horfe-race, is tempted perhaps in his return, to borrow 
an ox, or a few fheep of his neighbour, to make up 
his lofies. An induftrious tradefman, or a good farmer, 
has fometimes turned an immediate highwayman to 
be even with the rogue that bubbled him at the race. 
Upon the whole, if I confider only how much time is 
loft to all the labouring men in this kingdom, by 
county races, the damage they occafion is im- 
menfe. Let us fuppofe it but a week’s labour all over 
England; and (if we confider the number of plates in 
the different metropolis’s, befides. the leffer country 
plates) this muft be allowed a very moderate computa- 


tion: and then let thofe two ingenious gentlemen, Mr. 


Pond, and Mr. Heber however they may be at variance 
with each other, join to compute how. much the lofs muft 
be to the whele kingdom. I dare anfwer for it, that it 


muft amount to many hundred thoufands of pounds. 


But as my paper was principally defigned in honour of 


horfes, I will not be led to urge any thing againft them. 
Horfes of all kinds have ever been held in the highett 
efteem. Darius was chofen king of Perfia by the neigh- 
ing of his horfe. I queftion if Alexander himfelf, had 
pufhed his conquefts half fo far, if Bucephalus had not 
ftooped to take him on his back. An emperor at 
Rome made his horfe a conful ; and it will be readily 
owned that the dignity was as properly conferred upon 
the beaft, as the imperial diadem upon his matter. 
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I sHALL conclude this paper with a fhort extract from 
Churchill’s collections of voyages. 

“In Morocco the natives have a great refpect for 
“ horfes that have been the pilgrimage of Mecca, 
«« where Mahomet was born; they are called Hadgis 
“‘ or faints. Such horfes have their necks adorned 
*‘ with ftrings of beads, and relicks, being writings 
“ wrapt up in cloth of gold, or filk, containing the 
*¢ names of their prophet, and when thefe horfes die, 
“* they are buried with as much ceremony, asthe near- 
“¢ eft relations of their owners. Tue king of Morocco 
<< has one of them, whom he caufes to be led before 
“ him when he goes abroad, very richly accoutred, 
ee and covered with thefe writings ; his tail being held 
‘‘ up, by a chriftian flave, carrying in one hand a pot 
‘* and a towel, to receive and wipe. 





LONDON: Printed for R. DODSLEY in Pall-Mall, (where 
letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. COOPER atthe 


Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2d, 





